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120 ORCHESTRAS 
2019-2020 

SEASON



INSTITUTE for COMPOSER DIVERSITY

20%-32% Works per Season 
(9 orchestras)

15%-19% Works per Season 
(10 orchestras)

10%-14% Works per Season 
(24 orchestras)

5%-9% Works per Season 
(34 orchestras)

1%-4% Works per Season 
(18 orchestras)

0% Works per Season 
(24 orchestras)

% of works 
by women 
composers 
per season 
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composers 
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DISTRIBUTION 
(Programs vs. Titles vs. Names)
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DISTRIBUTION
WOMEN  

COMPOSERS
UNDERREPRESENTED 

HERITAGES
UNDERREPRESENTED 

COMPOSERS

PROGRAMMED WORKS 

8% 

TITLES 
13% 

NAMES 
18%

PROGRAMMED WORKS 

6% 

TITLES 
10% 

NAMES 
16%

PROGRAMMED WORKS 

11% 

TITLES 
19% 

NAMES 
28%
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USUAL SUSPECTS
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Performances of Works by 
Ludwig van Beethoven: 434 (10.5%) 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: 210 (5%) 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky: 147 (3.5%) 
Johannes Brahms: 144 (3.5%) 

Antonin Dvorak: 98 (2%) 
Sergei Rachmaninoff: 96 (2%) 

Maurice Ravel: 97 (2%) 
Richard Strauss: 89 (2%) 
Sergei Prokofiev: 83 (2%) 
Gustav Mahler: 80 (2%) 

Dmitri Shostakovich: 77 (2%) 
Felix Mendelssohn: 77 (2%)
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HISTORICAL 
WOMEN
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Historical Women Composers 

(performed in 2015-2016 by 89 U.S. Orchestras)
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Historical Women Composers 

Bacewicz, Grazyna – Concerto for String Orchestra (2) 
Bacewicz, Grazyna – Overture 
Beach, Amy – Allegro di molto from Gaelic Symphony 
Beach, Amy – Variations on a Balkan Theme 
Boulanger, Lili – Of a Sad Evening (7) 
Boulanger, Lili – Of a Spring Morning (14) 
Boulanger, Nadia – Fantasy for Piano and Orchestra 
Farrenc, Louise – Nonet in E-flat Major 
Farrenc, Louise – Overture 
Farrenc, Louise – Symphony No. 2 
Farrenc, Louise – Symphony No. 3 
Mendelssohn, Fanny – Overture in C Major (4) 
Price, Florence – Juba & Finale (from Symphony No. 1) 
Price, Florence – Dances in the Canebrakes (2) 
Price, Florence – Mississippi River Suite 

Price, Florence – Piano Concerto in One Mvt. (4) 
Price, Florence – Piano Concerto No. 1 
Price, Florence – Symphony No. 3 
Price, Florence – Symphony No. 4 
Price, Florence – The Oak 
Price, Florence – Violin Concerto No. 1 
Price, Florence – Violin Concerto No. 2 
Schumann, Clara – Piano Concerto (5) 
Smyth, Dame Ethel – Concerto for Horn and Violin 
Smyth, Dame Ethel – On the Cliffs of Cornwall 
Tailleferre, Germaine – Ouverture pour orchestre 
Ustvolskaya, Galina – Piano Concerto 
Ustvolskaya, Galina – Symphonic Poem No. 2 
Williams, Mary Lou – Selections from Zodiac Suite 

(performed in 2019-2020 by 120 U.S. Orchestras)
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CURRENT 
REPERTOIRE
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St. Louis Symphony Seasons 
          
     

     Living    
Women   Heritages 

2016-2017  10%   0%    
0% 
2017-2018  8%    0%    
1% 
2019-2020  24%   9%    
0% 
2020-2021  25%   13%   7% 
(*2018-2019 season info has yet to be collected)
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Los Angeles Philharmonic Seasons 
          
     

     Living    
Women   Heritages 

2016-2017  16%   2%    
1% 
2017-2018  16%   3%    
3% 
2019-2020  22%   6%    
4% 
2020-2021  33%   14%   18% 
(*2018-2019 season info has yet to be collected)
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1. NORMALIZE: Program works by underrepresented 
composers throughout your season, not just on a single 
dedicated concert. 

2. PRIORITIZE: Intentionally plan for a strong number of works 
by women composers and composers from underrepresented 
heritages in your seasons (we suggest at least 15-25% for 
each in a season) and at least one work for singular events.. 

3. AMPLIFY: Allow a broader selection of voices on your 
concerts by limiting works per season by commonly 
performed composers (avoiding 3 or more).  

4. PUBLICIZE: Feature underrepresented composers in your 
marketing materials as visibly as you publicize more 
commonly programmed composers.
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15-25% 
Women Composers 

15-25% 
Underrepresented Heritages 

25-35% 
Living Composers
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Performances of 3+ Works by 
Beethoven: 56 orchestras (46%) 

Mozart: 28 orchestras (23%) 
Brahms: 12 orchestras (10%) 

Tchaikovsky: 12 orchestras (10%) 
Richard Strauss: 8 orchestras (7%) 

Dvorak: 7 orchestras (6%) 
J.S. Bach: 5 orchestras (4%) 
Prokofiev: 5 orchestras (4%) 

Ravel: 5 orchestras (4%) 
Copland: 4 orchestras (3%) 
Mahler: 4 orchestras (3%) 

Stravinsky: 4 orchestras (3%)
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Potential Open Slots if “3-or-More” is avoided 

Total: 496 
Group 1: 318 
Group 2: 80 
Group 3: 44 
Group 4: 7 
Group 5: 19 
Non-LAO Orchestras: 28
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1. Choral Database 
2. Chamber Database 
3. Audition Excerpts 
4. Collegiate Season Analyses 
5. Military Ensemble Season Analyses 
6. State Solo/Ensemble Lists 
7. Discography 
8. Pandora/Spotify Playlists 
9. Disabled Composers 
10.IMSLP/Scholarship
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QUESTIONS?
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